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Bobretzky, Hertwig, Reichenbach, and others who have employed 
the method of heating, have subjected the eggs to a heat of 80?C., 
or more, and for a considerable length of time. Platner is unques- 
tionably right in attributing previous failures in the use of this 
method to the unnecessarily high temperature employed. Max 
Schultze has shown that protoplasm is killed and stiffened at 50'C., 
and the use of a nearly boiling heat is therefore quite as unnecessary 
as it is harmful. 

PARAFFINE PREPARED FOR IRIBBON-CUTTING.-Dr. Spee2 finds 
that paraffine prepared in the following manner is best adapted to 
ribbon-cutting: 

Take paraffine, which melts at about 50'C., and melt it over a 
spirit lamp. Keep hot for from one to six hours, until it assumes 
a brownish yellow color, like that of yellow wax or honey. When 
cold the mass is perfectly homogeneous, and without air-bubbles. 
Sections, if not over mm. thick, stick firmly together in the 
form of a ribbon. 

G G. F. Srpee. Leichtes Verfahren zur Erhaltung linear geordneter, 
hickenlosem Schnittserien mit HdIfe von Schnittbandern. Zeitschr. 
f. wiss. Mikroskopie, ii., 1, p. 7, 1885. 

SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

-The well-known traveler and Siberian explorer, Nikolai Mich- 
alowitsch Prjewalsky, died November 1st, in Karakul. 

-Mr. T. H. Potts, an ornithologist, who has done much for the 
exploration of the New Zealand Fauna, has recently died. 

-Professor Joseph F. James, M.S., formerly of Miami Univer- 
sity, Oxford, Ohio, should be addressed after September 10, 1888, 
Agricultural College, Prince George's County, Maryland. 

-The Lowell Institute free courses of lectures to the teachers of 
B oston begin January 5th, with a course by Prof. W. 0. Crosby, 
of the Boston Society of Natural History, upon the geology of 
Boston and its vicinity. The course consists of (1) a general study 
of the physical features of the Boston Basin, and of the geological 
changes now in progress; (2) a systematic study of the various 
minerals and rocks found in the Boston Basin, together with the 
more characteristic kinds of structure which they exibit; (3) a 
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summary of the geological history of the district so far as that is 
plainly recorded in the rocks, tracing the gradual evolution of the 
present topographic and structural features from the widely differ- 
ent conditions which have prevailed in the past. The object of 
this course is to enable the teachers of the public schools of Boston 
an opportunity to become acquainted with the facilities that they 
have at hand for the illustration of many points in geology. 

THE THEORY OF THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES BY NATURAL 
SELECTION.-In the last number of Science (Nov. 16, 1888) Mr. 
H. S. Williams, of Cornell University, publishes a letter, in which 
he says that Robert Bakewell gave " a remarkably clear conception 
of the elements of the theory which Charles Darwin has made 
famous, almost thirty years prior to the appearance of ' The Origin 
of Species.' 

At first he gives some notes about artificial selection by R. Bake- 
well, which contain nothing new; artificial selection having been 
use from the oldest historical times. 

Then Mr. Williams continues, stating that Mr. Bakewell applied 
this principle to explain the appearance of new forms of Mollusca. 

But Mr. Bakewell's remarks have nothing to do with natural 
selection whatever. He simply says that forms are changed when 
brought into different conditions. 

This is Transformism or Lamarckism, but not Darwinism! 
Mr. Williams seems to ignore the fundamental difference between 

these two theories, in spite of the numerous recent able discussions 
on this subject.-G. Baur, Yale University Museum, New Haven 
Connecticut. 

-The late Prof. Edward Tuckerman made a choice collection of 
books and papers relating to Lichens. some four hundred numbers 
in all, which has been presented by Mrs. Tuckerman, in accordance 
with his own wish, to Amherst College Library. It is proposed to 
keep the collection by itself under the name of the " Tuckerman 
Memorial Library," and to make it worthy of the name, by making 
it as complete as possible in its own department. Supposing that 
some persons interested in this specialty might like to assist in 
maintaining and completing the collection (with the understanding 
that it is always available to public use), I wish to give opportunity 
for any who care to do so to contribute, either in money or in ma- 
terial (especially rare monographs that may have escaped Prof. 
Tuckerman's notice), to this memorial to a model scholar and scien- 
tist. Whatever money may be contributed will be kept as a fund' 
of which only the income will be employed in making additions to 
the collection, or in repairs and rebinding. The sum of $1000 
would probably suffice as such a fund. 

WM. I. FLETCHER, 
Librarian of Amherst College. 
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